
 

SLOUGH BOROUGH COUNCIL 
 
REPORT TO:  Standards Committee   DATE: 2nd April 2007  
 
CONTACT OFFICER:    June Cook, Member Services Manager 
(For all Enquiries)   (01753) 875019 
     
WARD(S):  All  

PART I 
FOR DECISION 

 
FUTURE COMMITTEE WORK PROGRAMME AND ACTION 
 
1. Purpose of Report 

 
To submit for consideration and endorsement the actions which the Chair of the 
Committee at the meeting held on 15th January recommended should be 
adopted/implemented by the Committee.  
 

2. Recommendation(s)/Proposed Action 
 

2.1 The Committee is asked to approve the following recommendations:  
 

a) That the format for the Standards Committee’s Annual Report for 2006/2007 
and future years be amended as now recommended.   

 
b) That the Committee be actively involved in setting its aims and objectives for 

the forthcoming municipal year and based upon these a programme of work 
be drawn up, agreed and incorporated into the Annual Report.   

 
c) That the additional training for Standards Committee Members now proposed 

be approved. 
 
d) That, when the necessary primary legislation is introduced giving Standards 

Committees responsibility for the initial assessment of all allegations of 
misconduct, an informal reconciliation/mediation process be drawn up in 
consultation with the Group Leaders for submission for approval to the 
Committee. 

 
e) That the Officers submit annually for information details of gifts/hospitality 

registered by Members during the preceding municipal year. 
 
f) That the Officers submit to the Committee regular progress reports on the 

implementation of the Committee’s agreed Work Programme.  
 

g) That the Committee at its next Meeting consider and approve arrangements 
for Committee Members and the Monitoring Officer to attend Parish Council 
meetings and for the Independent Co-opted Members to attend Council and 
committee meetings of this Authority.  

 
h) That a review of the Committee’s current terms of reference be incorporated 

into its work programme for 2007/08. 
 



 

i) That, subject to the agreement of the Member Panel on the Constitution, 
Council be recommended to amend paragraph 7 (relating to the Standards 
(Local Determination) Sub-Committee) of Article 9 of the Council’s 
Constitution to read as follows:- 

 
“7. The Standards (Local Determination) Sub-Committee shall be chaired 

by the Chair of the Standards Committee.  In his/her absence the 
Chair for the hearing will be appointed from one of the non-elected 
independent members present.” 

 
 

3. Key Priorities – Taking Pride in Slough and Making a Difference to 
Communities and our Environment   

 
Priority 5 – Maintaining excellent governance within the council to ensure it is 
efficient, effective and economic in everything it does. 
 

3.1 By adopting the action now proposed the Council will help ensure that governance of 
the highest order is maintained which will also contribute to achieving the Council’s 
other key priorities. 
 

4. Other Implications  
 

4.1 There are no financial, nor any direct legal (including human rights) implications 
arising from this report.  There may be some staffing implications in terms of 
increased work load for certain members of staff. 
 

5. Supporting Information 
 

5.1 At the Standards Committee’s meeting held on 15th January 2007, the Chair 
reported orally on the 5th Annual Assembly for Standards Committees held in 
Birmingham in October 2006 which he and the Director of Law & Corporate 
Governance as the Monitoring Officer, had attended.  As a result of information and 
ideas exchanged with other delegates attending the Assembly, he and the Monitoring 
Officer had identified a number of matters which they proposed the Committee 
should pursue which were as follows:- 

 
(a) Redesigning the format of the Committee’s Annual Report to make it 

more accessible to the public and incorporating additional information 
on the Committee’s objectives and work programme for the forthcoming 
year. 

 
(b) On-going training provided for Standards Committee Members 

including the submission of case studies for consideration.   
 

(c) Introduction of an informal reconciliation procedure as an alternative to 
the submission of complaints to the Monitoring Officer/Standards Board 
for England.  

 
(d) Submission of regular information reports to the Standards Committee 

e.g. on ‘gifts and hospitality’ and ‘work programme progress’. 
 



 

(e) Greater involvement of the Standards Committee in e.g. Council 
Committees and in the work of Parish Councils, including attendance at 
Meetings from time to time. 

 
(f) Periodically reviewing and, if necessary, updating the current terms of 

reference of the Standards Committee. 
 

(g) Periodically reviewing the membership and constitution of the 
Standards (Local Determination) Sub-Committee and the procedures 
and administrative arrangements for Sub-Committee meetings.   

 
(a) Annual Report 

 
Under the Council’s Constitution, the Standards Committee, in 
conjunction with the Monitoring Officer, is required to produce an annual 
report for submission to Council on matters within the purview of the 
Committee.  
 
The Chair saw examples of other local authorities’ Annual Reports at the 
5th Annual Assembly and was impressed with the Report produced by 
South Gloucestershire (a copy will be available at the Meeting) and he is 
recommending that the Committee should adopt a similar format for its 
2006/2007 Annual Report.  The Chair is also recommending that the 
Committee should be actively involved in setting its aims and objectives 
for the forthcoming municipal year and based upon these a programme of 
work should be drawn up, agreed and incorporated into the Annual 
Report. 

 
(b) Training for Standards Committee Members 

 
The Committee currently meets 4 times a year.  It is proposed that twice 
a year when the formal business of the Committee is completed and the 
meeting is formally closed, the Members of the Committee will spend half 
an hour looking at selected Standards Board for England case studies 
which have particular relevance or interest to the Council.  

 
(c) Informal Reconciliation Scheme 

 
The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s discussion paper entitled 
“Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: The Future” 
published last year, set out the Government’s vision for the different 
elements of the standards regime including the Members’ Code of 
Conduct, the Standards Board for England and local Standards 
Committees to work effectively together and be an integrated whole.  The 
Government envisages that local Standards Committees will have a far 
greater role in considering and determining complaints against its 
Members with powers to make initial assessments of all allegations.  In 
its discussion paper, the Government has identified the potential for local 
mediation or other intervention falling short of investigation which might 
allow disagreements to be defused before they turn into full blown 
allegations.  Primary legislation will be required before these proposals 
can be fully implemented. 



 

In anticipation of the introduction of this new standards’ regime, it is 
proposed that an informal reconciliation/mediation process should be 
drawn up in consultation with the Group Leaders.  Providing a quicker, 
less bureaucratic and costly process for dealing with disagreements and 
upsets.  

 
(d) Future Reports 

 
The proposal is that a report detailing the gifts/hospitality registered by 
Members should be submitted to the Committee annually.  In addition, it 
is proposed that the Committee should receive regular progress reports 
on the implementation of the Committee’s work programme as agreed 
and set out in its Annual Report. 

 
(e) Parish Councils/Council Committee Meetings 

 
In accordance with the provisions of Section 55 of the Local Government 
Act 2000 the Council’s Standards Committee has the same functions in 
relation to the Parish Councils for which the Council is the responsible 
authority and the Members of those Parish Councils.  The Chair is keen 
that the Committee should become more involved in the work of the 
Parish Councils and is proposing that, periodically, selected Members of 
the Standards Committee and the Monitoring Officer should attend 
meetings of Parish Councils to observe their procedures and the 
behaviour of their Members.  He also suggests that this should be 
extended to Council and Committee meetings of this Authority and that 
the Independent members should periodically attend these meetings.   
 

 
(f) Review of the Standards Committee’s Terms of Reference 

 
It is proposed that as part of its work programme for 2007/8 the 
Committee should undertake a detailed review of its current terms of 
reference. 

 
(g) Constitution of the Standards (Local Determination) Sub-Committee 

 
The membership of the Sub-Committee comprises the Chair of the 
Committee, two elected Members and two Independent Members.  
Currently the Members of the Sub-Committee are drawn from a pool of 
Members of the Standards Committee comprising the remaining three 
Independent Members and three elected members on a rota basis.  A 
chair is appointed at the start of each new hearing.  The proposal is that 
for the sake of continuity and consistency in the decisions taken by the 
Sub-Committee, the Chair should be appointed for the whole of the 
municipal year and not on a hearing by hearing basis as at present.  In 
practice we have found that, with the exception of one hearing which the 
Chair of the Committee could not attend because of a prior commitment, 
he has chaired all the Sub-Committee meetings held to date.   

 
Accordingly, it is recommended that paragraph 7 relating to the 
Standards (Local Determination) Sub-Committee of Article 9 of the 
Council’s Constitution should be amended to read as follows: 



 

 
“7. The Standards (Local Determination) Sub-Committee shall be 

chaired by the Chair of the Standards Committee.  In his/her   
absence, the Chair for the hearing will be appointed from one of 
the non-elected Independent Members present.”   

 
 

6. Background Papers 
 
 The Office of the Deputy Prime Minister’s discussion paper entitled “Standards of 

Conduct in English Local Government: The Future” 
 

The Article 9 of the Council’s Constitution 
 

 
 


